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Research on Foreign Language
Teaching Methodology: Three

Perspectives
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ABSTRACT

This paper surveys the researches into effective foreign
language teaching in recent history and classify the result-
ing methodologies along three perspectives: structural, func-
tional, and learner-oriented, which also correspond roughly
to a chronological order. While the structural aspect of lan-
guage is the prinmary focus of earlier methodologies, such
as Grammar-Translation, the Direct Method, Audiclingual,
and the Oral Approach, the emphasis in later researches has

shifted to the functional, communicative aspect of language
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and the Communicative Approach is the foremost advocate.
However, current methodologies such as the Silent Way,
Communityl.anguage Learning, Suggestopedia, the Compre-
hension Approach, the Learner-Centered Curriculum, and
particularly the Natural Approach, though varying in their
comprehensiveness and presentational techniques, take the
learner’s entire human experience into aceount and attempt
to address the learner’s needs as their primary goal. This
paper also relates the above-mentioned developments with

the advancements made within linguistics and psychology.
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