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This paper discusses the various aspects of OA mandate in public universities. We first demonstrate the
three actual manifestations of the concept of “open access” in academia: OA journals, institutional repositories,
and personal self-archives. Two notions, “Internet democracy” and “academic autonomy”, are employed as the
theoretical underpinning for the OA movement. We then argue, from several practical aspects, for the advantage
and requirement of OA mandate in public universities: comparison of growth ratios between the library budget
and the number of journal subscriptions, costs of institutional OA repositories, increased citations and users of
OA articles, institutional repositories as resources of intellectual capital, and finally the rights of universities as
research-funders. We further illustrate the advantages derived from the form of OA mandate over those obtained
through voluntary or opt-in institutional repositories. The current international development of OA mandate is
also examined. We conclude that OA mandate in public universities is not only practical but ultimately
unavoidable. Throughout the paper, when appropriate, we use National Chengchi University (NCCU) as a case
example to provide concrete examples, and at the end offer specific suggestions for its implementation of OA
mandate.
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