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Evolution of the 2030 Bilingual Policy:
A Preliminary Study on Poll Changes from
2017 to 2023

Min-Hsun LIAO, Pei-Hsuan HO, One-Soon HER

Tunghai University, Tunghai University, Tunghai University
& National Chengchi University

Taiwan is a democracy with the rule of law. Language policies
should thus be based on the will of the people and the law, the National
Languages Development Act passed in 2018 being the best example.
Yet, the DPP government’s Chinese-English bilingual policy since 2017
has aimed to transform Taiwan into a country like Singapore with
English as a dominant language. This paper examines how the evolution
of the 2030 Bilingual Policy interacted with relevant opinion polls from
2017 to 2023. We first discuss the development of English in Taiwan in
recent decades and then show the reasons for changing the policy name
and the steady implementation of the policy content, as well as the
gradual shift of public opinion from support to apprehension.
Additionally, results from an online survey conducted from an economic
perspective show most of the participants believed the cons of this
policy would outweigh the pros. The new government is well advised to
critically re-examine the direction of the policy in the spirit of a true

democracy.

Key words: language policy, bilingual nation, bilingual policy, bilingual

education, opinion polls
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