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Modern linguistic study in Taiwanstartedduring the half -centuryof Japanesecolonial rule（1895-1945）.Japanese
scholars ,notablyLinguistsOgawaNaoyoshi小川川尚義（1869-1947）andAsaiErin淺井惠倫（1895-196g），alongwith
anthropologistInoKanori伊能嘉矩（1867-1925），laidastrongfoundationfor thestudyof languagesin Taiwan，
especiallytheFormosanlanguages.Theirwork endedin 1949when theRepublicofChinagovernmentretreatedto
Taiwan,marking theend of the linguistic work byJapanesescholarson the island.

AnewphaseoflinguisticresearchbeganwiththerelocationofAcademiaSinica中央研究院in1949,frst to
Taoyuan桃園in northernTaiwanandlaterpermanentlytoNangang南港in Taipei. Taiwanesescholarsincreasingly
turned to the West,especiallytheUnited States, for academicandscientific advancements.Linguisticsin Taiwan，
traditionally considereda branch of thehumanities, hasbeensignificantlyinfluenced by developmentsin the United
States. By thelate 2othcentury, Taiwaneselinguists - manywith postgraduateanddoctoral training from US
universities- advocatedfor theestablishmentof linguistics asan independent disciplinewithin Taiwan'sNational
Science andTechnology Council國家科學及技術委員會（NSTC）.Atthetimeofwriting（2025），linguisticsisoneof
the most vibrant academic felds in Taiwan, encompassingsubdisciplines acrosshumanities ,social sciences,and
naturalsciences .

Important Linguists in the Early Years
In the winter of1948, amongAcademiaSinicaresearcherswhorelocated toTaiwanweretwo prominent linguists
Tung T'ung -ho董同龢（1g1-1963）andChouFa-kao周法高（1915-1994）.BothtrainedintraditionalChinese
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Linguistic Historiography since 1949
philology and modern Saussureanstructuralist linguistics ,they conducted research at the Institute of History and
Philology 歷史語言研究所andtaughtin theChineseliteraturedepartmentofNationalTaiwanUniversity國立臺
灣大學（NTU）.

Tungwasprimarilyaphonologist,contributingtothestudyofChinesephonology,SouthernMin閩南dialects,and
the Formosan languageTsou.Chou, primarily agrammarian ,taught at YaleUniversity , the ChineseUniversity of
HongKong香港中文大學，NTU,andTunghaiUniversity東海大學. Hisextensiveresearchfocusedonarchaic
Chinesegrammarandwriting .

English-languageeducationplayed animportant role in the developmentof linguisticsin Taiwan. Twokeyfiguresin
thisarea wereLiangShih-chiu梁實秋（1903-1987）andLinYu-keng林瑜鏗（1910-2005）.Liang,thoughbetterknown
for his work in Englishliterature and translation and the compilation of English-Chinesedictionaries,significantly
influenced language education , teachingEnglishatNationalTaiwanNormalUniversity國立臺灣師範大學（NTNU）
from 1949to 1966. Lin, who earnedan MA in linguistics from the University of Michigan in 1950, taught English and
generallinguistics atNTNUfrom 1951for overhalf acentury.Thefoundation laidby the two languageeducatorswas
crucial in establishingNTNU'sEnglishdepartmentasacenterfor linguistic studiesin Taiwan.

AnotherinfluentiallinguistduringthisperiodwasGermanscholarFranzGiet齊德芳神父（1g02-1993），basedatFu
JenCatholic University輔仁大學inTaipeiHeearnedadoctoraldegreeinlinguisticsfromBonnUniversityin1949
with adissertationon northern Chinesedialects.Afterarriving in Taiwanin 1963to help with the reestablishmentof
FuJenUniversityinTaipei, hefoundedtheuniversity'sGraduateInstituteofWesternLanguages西洋語文研究所
in 1g6g,renamedtheGraduateInstituteofLinguistics語言學研究所in 1972. Thefoundingof theinstituteisan
important landmarkin thehistoryof Taiwaneselinguistics.

First-GenerationTaiwaneseLinguists
Modern linguistics did not really take root in Taiwan until the 197os, when the first generation of Taiwaneselinguists
with PhDsmostly fromuniversities in the UnitedStatesenteredTaiwan'sacademia.Fourkey scholarsfrom this
generation werePaulJen-kueiLi李壬癸，TangTing-chi湯廷池，HuangShuanfan黃宣範，andJamesH.Y.Tai戴浩
一，who playeda major role in shapingthe landscapeof Taiwaneselinguistics in the 197osand beyond.

PaulJen-kuei Li iswidely recognizedasthe fatherof Formosanlinguistics.He studied atNTNUunder Lin Yu-keng
and later at theUniversity ofHawaili atManoawith Li Fang-kuei 李方桂.HisextensiveresearchonFormosan
languages,highlighting their distinctive features, hasbeeninstrumental in supporting the "out-of-Taiwan" modelof
Austronesianexpansion. Healso designedthe fundamentalsof the writing systemsfor 15Formosanlanguages,which
wereadoptedbyTaiwan'sgovernmentin1992.In 1g86,hebecamethefoundingdirectoroftheGraduateInstituteof
Linguistics 語言學研究所atNationalTsingHuaUniversity國立清華大學，thefirstsuchinstitutein aTaiwanese
nationaluniversity.

WhenLijoined AcademiaSinica in 1970,hewasthe only linguist in Taiwanspecializingin Austronesianlanguages.
Manylaterscholars inthisfeld, includingElizabethZeitoun齊 莎andLillianM.Huang黃美金，wereinspiredor
trained byhim, makingTaiwanone of the most prominent centersfor Austronesianstudiesin theworld.

TangTing-chiwasundoubtedlyinstrumentalin introducingtheChomskyanparadigmtoTaiwan,applyingthe
principlesof generativegrammar to theanalysisof TaiwanMandarin,TaiwanSouthernMin ,andJapaneseand
influencing generationsof students,thus elevatingTaiwanesesyntacticiansto the interational level andalso
making formal syntax one of the most visible and successfulsubdisciplines in Taiwaneselinguistics . Bythe 1970s，
cognitive semantics and cognitive functional grammar had emergedasalternatives to the Chomskyan paradigm in
the United States,and theseapproacheshave since gainedmomentum in Taiwan.

^Huang Shuanfan earned aPhD at Ohio StateUniversity in 196gand returned to Taiwan in the early 1970s.An
advocateof cognitiveand functional linguistics, he first taughtat NTU'sdepartment of foreignlanguagesand
literatureandin 1994foundedandheadedNTU'sGraduateInstituteofLinguistics臺大語言學研究Histranslation
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Linguistic Historiography since 1949
of CharlesN. Li and SandraThompson's 1982book Mandarin Chinese:A Functional ReferenceGrammar into Chinese
in 1992is a landmark in the development of functional linguistics in Taiwan.After the lifting of martial law in 1987，
Huang delved intosociolinguistics ,publishingtheseminalbookYyan,shehui.yuzuqunyishi語言、社會與族群意
識（Language ,Society,andEthnicIdentity）in1993.Thisworkpavedthewayforfurtherresearchintosociopolitical
andgeographicaldistribution of TaiwanMandarin and Indigenouslanguagesand their respectivespeaker
populations. Helaterpioneeredthe application of thecognitive-functionalist frameworkto the analysisof Formosan
languages.

James H.Y.TaireturnedtoTaiwanin1g95toestablishtheGraduateInstituteofLinguistics語言學研究所at
NationalChungChengUniversity國立中正大學（CCU）inChiayi嘉義in southernTaiwan.Taiexpanded
psycholinguistic research, integrating cognitivepsychology,neurolinguistics,and thephilosopayof mind to study
Chinese cognitivegrammarandalsoclassifiersystemsinTaiwanSouthernMin andHakka客語.In2000, hebegan
pioneering research onTaiwanSignLanguage臺灣手語. CCUisnowTaiwan'smostimportantcenterforsign
language research.

Linguistic Institutions and Associations
Therg7ossawthe establishmentof Taiwan'sfrst graduateinstitute of linguisticsatFuJen University.TheGraduate
Institute ofLinguistics atNational TsingHuaUniversity followed in 1986, marking thebeginning of thediscipline's
expansion in the1ggosasanewgenerationofscholarsenteredacademia.NationalChengchiUniversity國立政治大
學（NCCU ），NTU,andCCUestablishedtheirgraduateinstitutesoflinguisticsin1993, 1994,and1995, respectively. In
2010 ,FuJen'slinguisticsinstitutewasmergedintotheGraduateInstituteofCross-CulturalStudies跨文化研究所.

Scholars atAcademiaSinica'sInstituteof Linguistics語言學研究所havemadeimportantcontributionstoTaiwan's
linguistic historiography. Amongthem,PaulJen-kuei Li hasbeen aleading figurein Austronesianlinguistics; Cheng
Chin-Chuan 鄭錦全hascontributedtophonology,historicallinguistics, andcomputationallinguistics;TingPang.
hsin丁邦新wasahistoricalphonologistandChinesegrammarian;HoDah-an何大安wasaspecialistonhistorical
Chinese phonology ,Siniticdialectology,andAustronesianJinguistics;whileTsengChiu-yu鄭秋豫hasfocusedon
phonetics, phonology,speechcorpora,andcomputationallinguistics.

Taiwan's Association forComputationalLinguisticsandChineseLanguageProcessing中華民國計算語言學學會
（ACLCLP ）wasestablishedin19go, followedbytheTaiwanLanguagesandLiteratureSociety臺灣語文學會（TLLS）
in 1gglandtheLinguisticSocietyofTaiwan臺灣語言學學會（LST）in19g9.TheLSThassincebecomeoneof the
most active linguistic societies in Asia.

TheNSTCremainsthelargestfundingbodyforacademicresearchin Taiwan,withoccasionalsupportfromother
governmentalandprivateagencies.ThenumberoflinguisticresearchprojectsfundedannuallybytheNSTCgrew
rapidly fromthe 19gos,rising from fewerthan 100to over300 around2010.However, funding hasdeclined since，
dropping to just above200 researchprojectsfunded in 2020.Thistrend reflectsan increasingallocationofmultiyear
grants tosenior researchersand a reduction in university teachingpositionsdue toTaiwan'sdecliningbirth rate.

Protessional LinguisticsJournals
Thedevelopmentofprofessionallinguisticsjournals isanother sign of theacademicgrowth of Taiwaneselinguistics.
AfterAcademia Sinica'smovetoTaiwan,itsZhongyangyanjingyuanlishiyuyanyanyiusuojikhan中央研究院歷史語言
研究所集刊（BulletinoftheInstituteofHistoryandPhilology），originallylaunchedin1g28, resumedpublicationin
1950 .Qinghua xuebao 清華學報（TsingHuaJournalofChineseStudies），foundedin1924,restartedfromvolume1in
1956 .Hanxueyanjiu漢學研究（ChineseStudies），theofficialpublicationof theCenterforChineseStudies漢學研
究中心undertheNationalCentralLibrary國家圖書館，beganin1g83.Thesejournalsfrequentlypublisharticlesc
linguistics , especiallywithin thedomain of Chinesephilology.
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Linguistic Historiography since 1949
In 19g6 ,Zhongwen jisunjiyuyanxueqikan中文計算語言學期刊（InternationaljournalofComputational
Linguisticsand ChineseLanguageProcessing）waslaunched asthe official journal of theACLCLP,and theTLLs
starteditsTaiwanyuwenyanjiu臺灣語文研究（JournalofTaiwaneseLanguagesandLiterature）in2003.

Taiwan's firstprofessionaljournal dedicatedtogenerallinguistics, Yyanjiyuyanxue語言暨語言學（Languageand
Linguistics; L&L），waslaunchedin 200ounder the guidanceof AcademiaSinica'sInstitute of Linguistics. In 2003, the
Graduate InstituteofLinguisticsofNCCUlaunchedTaiwanyuyanxueqikan臺灣語言學期刊（TaiwanJournalof
Linguistics;TJL），anopenaccessjournal. Thefollowing year,NTNU'sEnglishdepartment launchedTongxinyuan：
yuyanxue yanjiu同心圓：語言學研究（Concentric:StudiesinLinguistics; ConSL）.Amongthesejournals,onlyTJL
remainsindependent, whileL&Land ConSLarenowpublished by thecommercial publisherJohnBenjamins.

Linguistic Subdisciplines
After1949 , severalmajorlinguisticsubdisciplinesemergedinTaiwan. Studiesin Chinesephilologyhavefocusedon
phonology ,the structure -sound-meaning relationship in scripts,the semantic analysis of archaic texts ,and the
investigation of dialects and minority languages. At the same time , localized linguistic researchgained traction .
Historical linguistics has examinedlanguage changein TaiwanMandarin ,Taiwan Southern Min ,and Hakka, aswell
as linguisticaspectsof literary textsandthehistorical developmentofethnicmigration and languagecontact.These
languagesalsooccupyan important placein dialectologyresearch, whichexploresthe formation ,development，
interrelationships, andgeographicaldistributionof dialects.

Alongsidephilology,researchon the internal aspectsof languageis recognizedasthe coreof generallinguistics.
Studiesof phonetics , phonology ,morphology , syntax,semantics,and pragmatics/ discourseanalysis examine
languagessynchronicallyanddiachronicallytounderstandLinguisticproperties,patterns, andunderlying
mechanisms. TaiwanMandarin is the most commonly studied language,while research on Austronesian languages
hasprimarily focusedon phonetic andstructural analyses.

A substantial portion of sociolinguistic research is related to Taiwan Southern Min , Hakka,and Eng ish, with English
playingaprominentroleinTaiwan'sformaleducationsystem. Geolinguistics, thestudyofthegeographical
distribution of languagesand linguistic variations,hasa long tradition in Taiwan, beginningwith OgawaNaoyoshi's
1907 language mapofTaiwan.LandmarkpublicationsinthisfieldincludeAngUijin's洪惟仁（b. 1946）Taiwanyuyan
dituji臺灣語言地圖集（LanguageAtlasofTaiwan;2019），Minnandiqufangyanditujt閩南地區方言地圖集
（Dialectal AtlasofSouthernMin;2021），andTaiwanxibudiqufangyandituji臺灣西部方言地圖集（DialectalAtlas
ofWestern Taiwan;2025）.

SocialInvolvementandImpact
Historically,Taiwaneselinguists havehad lessinfluence on languagepoliciesand language-relatedsocialissuesthan
on scholarlyresearch. ThiswaspartlyduetoTaiwan'spoliticalhistory:afterJapaneserule（1895-1945），the
Kuomintang國民黨（KMT,ChineseNationalistParty）governmentimposedmartiallawfor40years.The228
Incident二二八事件in 1947andthesubsequentWhiteTerror白色恐怖stifledintellectualandlinguisticresearch.
Meanwhile , theKMT'sNationalLanguagePolicy國語政策mandatedMandarin（guoyu國語）asthesolelanguage
of instruction in schools, effectivelysuppressingall of the Indigenouslanguagesand otherlocal languages.

After thelifting of martial law in 1g87,and especiallyfollowing the first democratictransfer of powerin 2000，
linguists became increasingly involved in efforts to revitalize Indigenous languages. Between 1999and 2002,linguist
Tsao Feng -fu曹逢甫wasappointedheadof theMandarinPromotionCouncil國語推行委員會undertheMinistry
of Education教育部（MOE），wherehe initiatedlanguagepolicyreformandpromotedIndigenouslanguagesuse.
RobertLiang-WeiCheng鄭良偉，alinguistfromtheUniversityofHawail, reinterpretedguoyuinamorepluralistic
senseand renamed the English translation of the council's name as the National LanguagesCommittee in 2003.
Cheng'sadvocacyforlinguistic equality culminated in the enactmentof the Developmentof National LanguagesAL-
國家語言發展法in 2019. In2021, theMOEawardedTsaowiththeLifetimeContributionto thePromotionof
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Linguistic Historiography since 1949
Indigenous Languages Award終身貢獻獎，andtheLSTreceivedrecognitionfromtheCouncilofIndigenous
Peoples 原住民族委員會foritsworkin promotingIndigenouslanguages.

In the late199os, Taiwanwasinvolved in a highly politicized debateover the national romanization system.The two
competing systems wereHanyupinyin漢語拼音andTongyongpinyin通用拼音.Linguistsweredeeplydivided，
mirroringpoliticaldivisions.ThecontroversyledtotheremovalofMinisterofEducationOvidJyh-LangTzeng曾志
朗 in 2002dueto hissupport forHanyu pinyin. Sincethen,Taiwanhasadoptedmultiple romanization systems.

Language policyhasalsobeenafocusof Taiwan'sDemocraticProgressiveParty民主進步黨governments.Under
Presidents ChenShui-bian陳水扁（2000- 2008）andTsaiYing-wen蔡英文（2015-2024），effortsweremadeto
promoteEnglishasanofficial language.Initially ,most linguistsremained indifferent, but in 2018theLSTand the
TLLS joinedforcesandheldpublicforumsinTaipei,Taitung臺東，andTainan臺南tocriticizethispolicyonboth
moral and technical grounds.In response,the government abandoned the slogan "English asa second offcial
language ”英語第二官方語言andintroducedarevisedpolicy：“2030BilingualNation” 2030雙語國家.Meanwhile，
some linguists havepromoted bilingual education in Taiwan Southern Min -Mandarin and Hakka -Mandarin as an
alternative approach.
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